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Cougar TalesWashington-Hoyt Elementary

 Issue #2, October 2010

This Month at Wa-Hoyt
6!Oct.!!!!Walk to School Day
6-8!Oct.!!Early release 12:15 p.m.; 
School Conferences
11 Oct.!    Scrip Order Due;  7 p.m. PTA  
meeting in library
12!Oct.!!!K-2 theater class begins; 
WHAM begins 
14 Oct. WHRL robotics class begins ; 
Family Skate Night at Wheelz 6pm

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY FOR A NIGHT OF SKATING FUN!
For a night of fun with your school friends and family, our PTA has organized 
another Family Skate Night!  We have the whole place reserved just for our 
school from 6-8 p.m. Oct. 14 at Wheelz Skate Arena, 2101 Mildred Street, 
Fircrest
Cost: $4 Admission, $2 Skate Rental, or bring your own skates and avoid rental.  
Non-skaters donÕt pay admission.
Also:!You may bring and wear your own helmet. !Parents may walk out on to 
the ßoor to assist beginning skaters. Students should be accompanied by a 
parent or chaperone. 

Questions? Contact Skate Night Coordinator Megan Boly, 759-2626  

Principal: Dr. John Knight 571!2250
3701 N. 26th Street, Tacoma WA 98407
http://www.wahoyt.org 

PTA Presidents: Sharon Rojecki & H ope Wil ly
Washington!Hoyt PTA: Unit 10.9.225

Editor: Rosemary Ponnekanti rose_ponnekanti@yahoo.com

Skate Night Skate Night Skate Night

Walk to School Day
Washington-Hoyt will be participating in the annual 
International Walk to School event for the ninth time 
on  Wednesday, October 6. Families will meet in the 
Safeway parking lot on Nor th Adams and Nor th 25th 
Streets at 8:30 a.m., then walk together (aided by our 
lovely Miss Peggy!) across to the school. ThereÕll be 
donut holes and coffee/juice to celebrate.

Walking to school promotes good health and a 
pollution-free neighborhood, and reduces global 
warming. Find out more at www.iwalktoschool.org.

Before-School Language Classes are back
Good news Ð Washington-Hoyt parent Yvonne Beardemphl will be teaching our before-school French 
classes!  The Þrst session will begin in January and will include language and cultural experience for our 
kiddos.  Information and sign-up forms will be available in December.  Merci,  Yvonne!
As announced at the September PTA meeting, we are currently without a Spanish teacher.  We are following 
up on some potential candidates and may be able to begin classes sometime in October.  If not, weÕll 
continue our teacher search in hopes of starting a Spanish session in January.
If you have questions about our language program, are interested in teaching or know someone who is, 
please contact Hope Willy at 761-0622 or thewillys@net-venture.com.

http://www.iwalktoschool.org
http://www.iwalktoschool.org
mailto:thewillys@net-venture.com
mailto:thewillys@net-venture.com
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Washington-Hoyt’s mission is to create a partnership of students, staff, families 
and community members who are working to empower our students to meet 
the highest academic standards, to develop social and emotional maturity, and to 
acquire the skill to be lifelong learners and responsible citizens. To accomplish 
this we will: 1. Set high standards and expectations 2. Share knowledge and 
encourage individual growth 3. Embrace change and improvement 4. Develop a 
safe and collaborative environment for students, staff and families 5. Utilize data 
and best practices to direct instruction. Dr. John Knight

Counselor’s Corner
Welcome back to Washington-Hoyt!  ItÕs the start of 
another school year and we are so happy to see 
everyone.  I have been watching students on the 
playground and can see that they are happy to be back at 
school. I know this will be a year of exceptional learning!

Welcome to all of the new parents and students at 
Washington-Hoyt.  For those of you who are new, let me 
tell you how I set up the Guidance Program at 
Washington-Hoyt.  Each year I meet with the principal, 
teachers, students, and many of you to gain information I 
use to develop a comprehensive guidance program that 
will deal with the behavioral, social and emotional issues 
that often impact academic success.  As part of this 
program, I will teach classroom lessons, offer individual 
consultation, be available to participate in parent-teacher 
conferences and lead small groups for students who have 
particular needs and whose parents want them to have 
additional assistance.  Additionally, I meet one-to-one 
with parents who need resources, have parenting 
problems, have academic concerns about their child, or 
other issues theyÕd like to discuss.  While this is my 
fourth year at Washington-Hoyt, I have worked in 
education and social work for 20 years and have raised 
three children of my own, so I understand the stress and 
difÞculties of raising children.  As we all know, while it 
provides the greatest joy and numerous rewards, 
parenting is also the most difÞcult challenge most of us 
will ever encounter. So feel free to stop by and chat 
sometime, as I learn so much from you and your 
children.  I will continue to keep you informed about 
Guidance in the monthly CounselorÕs Corner or in 
notes home throughout the school year.

I have already been in all of the classrooms to introduce 
myself to students this year.  It is always fun seeing how 
much students have grown over the summer.  By the 
time this is published, I 
will have taught ÒStaying 
Out of Trouble,Ó a 
Sunburst curriculum to 
all kindergarten classes.  
This program focuses on 
learning self control and 
asking if an action is right 
before the child engages 
in that activity.  I will also be teaching the ÒGet Real 
About ViolenceÓ curriculum to the third and fourth 
grade classes this year, which provides information on 
how to handle bullies and violence and how to resolve 
conßicts.  Additionally, during the month of October I 
hope to start friendship groups as well.

I will be at Washington-Hoyt on Tuesdays and every 
other Friday this year and would be happy to meet and 
speak with you regarding your childÕs needs.  I usually 
meet with parents in the morning before or after school 
so please feel free to call me to set a time when we can 
meet.  I want to do whatever I can to help your child 
have a successful academic experience at Washington-
Hoyt and I look forward to meeting and working with 
you and your child(ren).  Enjoy our beautiful fall weather.

Mary McGlone, school counsellor
571-5725

Way to go!
Congratulations and thanks to all those great volunteers who helped make Back to School night such a 
success! These include Miss Peggy, Shannon Rojecki and their Book Fair helpers, Felicity Devlin at the 
composting station and all our terriÞc food and ticket helpers led by Laurie Hunger. 
Thanks to every parent who signed up as a PTA member! Our numbers are well up from this time 
last year, and that helps the Wa-Hoyt PTA make a big difference at this school.
Know someone youÕd like to see in Way to Go? Email the details to the editor at rose_ponnekanti@yahoo.com

mailto:rose_ponnekanti@yahoo.com
mailto:rose_ponnekanti@yahoo.com
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Message from the Presidents...

What a great Þrst month of school we have had!   
Happy children, enthusiastic teachers and staff, the fall 
Book Fair, the sweatshirt sale, the Entertainment Book 
Sale and a great Back to School Night!   Thanks to all of 
those volunteers who helped make these events 
happen.  

October brings many more fun opportunities!  We will 
be having our second PTA meeting, Walk to School Day,  
Skate Night, and the Þrst sessions of two of our 
fantastic after-school programs:  WHRL (robotics with 
Legos) and WHAM (art) .  Please keep an eye out in 
your childÕs Friday folder for information regarding our 
new ChildrenÔs Theater program as well.  We are also 
VERY excited to kick off our new Fund Drive this 
month as well.  Watch for information about how your 
contribution can help support PTA events and 
programs, and check the PTA website at wahoyt.org on 
a regular basis for the latest information.  

We were so pleased to see all of the new and smiling 
faces at our Þrst PTA meeting of the year.  Our 
membership enrollment is fantastic so far.  If you havenÕt 
joined already, simply download a membership form 
from our website and send it to school with your child.  
Our next meeting will be held in the Washington 

library, Monday, 
October 11 from 7-8 p.m.  
As always, childcare for 
school age children is 
provided.

If you have any great ideas or 
questions please give us a call.  We look forward to 
seeing you on October 11! 

Shannon Rojecki 761-2010
Hope Willy  761-0622
PTA Co-Presidents

PTA Officers for 2010/11

Presidents:     Hope Willy                  761-0622                                             
                     Shannon Rojecki          761-2010
VP:                Laurie Hunger              627-4582
VP of fundraising: Courtenay Chamberlin
Secretary:      Alison Hoseth               761-9730
Treasurer:      Shannon Podgorski         
                      Jeanne Sacks                 761-8474
Scrip:            Cara Reese                     752-0200
                     Liz Walle               " 752-0385
                     Ronda Eider-Jackson     475-1310

Donate to Support Students and Teachers: 
Help the PTA Raise $15,000

Washington-Hoyt Elementary SchoolÕs Parent Teacher Association (PTA) provides much needed support to our  
teachers and students through academic enrichment assemblies, classroom grants, library supplies, events
like Back to School Night and much more.
This year, weÕre simplifying our fundraising: selling less and still hoping to raise $15,000. Instead of buying 
wrapping paper and cookie dough, we ask you to donate directly to the PTA. 
Help us raise an average of $50 from each Cougar family in October and 
November.

Please Donate TODAY:
- 100% of your donation directly supports PTA activities and events
- Your gift is tax deductible
- Look for donation information in your October 1 Friday Folder
- Send checks to WA-Hoyt PTA, 3701 N. 26th St., Tacoma, WA 98407
- Donate online at www.wahoyt.org

http://www.wahoyt.org/
http://www.wahoyt.org/
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Scrip
Thank you, all those families who 
have ordered their Scrip already!
Scrip is a fancy word for Ògift 
cardsÓ Ð the PRA gives the card at 
a discount, you buy it from the 
PTA at face value and use it to buy 
things youÕd usually purchase anyway, like groceries or 
coffee. You donÕt spend any extra money, but the school 
gets a lot back Ð itÕs the PTAÕs biggest fundraiser.
Scrip order forms will come home with your child every 
other Friday. Please return the forms on the following 
Monday to your childÕs teacher, with a check made out to 
Washington-Hoyt PTA SCRIP.  The cards will be delivered 
to your child the next Friday.

Next due date: Oct. 11

Chess Club
Chess club is on again! Meetings begin on October 13 on  
Wednesday afternoons from 3:40 p.m.-4:40 p.m. in the 
gym.  Anyone who is interested in joining can join.  We 
teach chess from beginner basics to experienced levels.  
Eugene Brown and Scott 
MacDonald will be the coaches. 
Our season runs from now 
through the end of April, ending 
with the Washington State 
Elementary Chess 
Championship, held again in 
Tacoma.  
 Chess players are not required to attend tournaments 
É just come and learn to play the fun game of chess!

Ann Allegro, 761-8263

Please return your Entertainment 
Books!

Don't forget to turn in any Entertainment books if you 
don't plan on buying them.! It's not too late to purchase 
one, though.!Let your friends and family know! We're 
hoping to sell 500 of them so we can get the full 50 % of 
the price of the books.! 
Thanks to everyone who bought books and thank you to 
everyone who turned the books in.! We will let you all 
know how much we made soon.!

Kathy Spurrell,!761-8983

WHAM!
How do you make an impact with young artists? Simple Ð 
WHAM!!ThatÕs Washington-Hoyt's Art Movement.  A 
year-long after-school art program held in the 
Washington basement art room, WHAM is set to begin 
3:30-5:30 p.m. Oct. 12-13 (Tuesdays or Wednesdays, pick 
one). Session 1 runs through Dec. 15. Session 2 runs Jan. 
4- Mar. 22, and session 3 runs Apr. 5-May 25. Cost: $144/
$160/$128.
Registration for Session 1 is due October 1 in the Main 
OfÞce's PTA box.
Want to see what happens at WHAM? Check out the 
WHAM Galleries from 2009-2010:
http://web.me.com/pcblanchard/WHAM/Galleries/
Galleries.html

Paul Blanchard, 759-9669, tacoma@harbornet.com

Wa-Hoyt Theater Program
We are happy to announce that our own second grade 
teacher Mrs. O'Morlen and Heather Jaasko-Fisher will be 
leading two theater workshop sessions this year!! The fall 
workshop is for K-2 students and a spring workshop will 
be for grades 3-5.! Students should have received a ßier 
in their Friday folders on Sept. 24.! 
Sign-up is limited to a maximum of 40 students for each 
workshop and enrollment is based on order of 
registration.! More information and an additional copy of 
the ßier can be found on our PTA website 
www.wahoyt.org.! 

Dates:! Oct. 12-Nov. 8 (Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
from 3:30-5:00)
Performance date:! 7 p.m. Nov. 19! 

Alison Hoseth, 761-9730,awigstromhoseth@hotmail.com 
Liz Walle, wallefam5@comcast.com

Bookmark the PTA Website!
Wahoyt.org has the latest information from the PTA and 
much more! !Be sure to take a look at our!Activities & 
Fundraiser!section to Þnd out 
more about all the events our 
PTA volunteers and school staff 
put together. !You can also Þnd 
the list of Committee Chairs 
and information about speciÞc 
volunteer activities.

http://web.me.com/pcblanchard/WHAM/Galleries/Galleries.html
http://web.me.com/pcblanchard/WHAM/Galleries/Galleries.html
http://web.me.com/pcblanchard/WHAM/Galleries/Galleries.html
http://web.me.com/pcblanchard/WHAM/Galleries/Galleries.html
http://us.mc1108.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tacoma@harbornet.com
http://us.mc1108.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tacoma@harbornet.com
http://www.wahoyt.org/
http://www.wahoyt.org/
mailto:awigstromhoseth@hotmail.com
mailto:awigstromhoseth@hotmail.com
mailto:wallefam5@comcast.com
mailto:wallefam5@comcast.com
http://Wahoyt.org/
http://Wahoyt.org/
http://www.wahoyt.org/activities.html
http://www.wahoyt.org/activities.html
http://www.wahoyt.org/activities.html
http://www.wahoyt.org/activities.html
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Washington-Hoyt Robotics with Legos Class 
Sign Up Form

Student Name:_________________________________________________________________

Grade / Teacher: _____________________________________________________________

Parents: _____________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: _______________________________Cell: _____________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

Food Allergies: ______________________________________________________________

    I can be a parent volunteer for the class. Please indicate how often you will be able to volunteer  
(The more often the better!)______________________________________________________________________

I authorize my child to participate in the Washington-Hoyt Robotics with Legos class. I understand 
that WHRL is a volunteer-run PTA event and operates from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM and I am responsible for 
picking my child up on time. _______________________________________________________

Payment Amount: $100 for the 9 classes
Write Checks to: Wa-Hoyt PTA -- Add ÔWHRL/Your ChildÕs nameÕ to the Memo line on the check.

	

***To register: Print this form, write a check, put it in an envelope addressed to PTA-WHRL 
& hand it to your teacher or drop it in the PTA box in the Front Office by Oct 1st.*** 

WHRL is here!
The success of the WHAM! after-school art program has inspired another 
awesome Wa-Hoyt offfering:  WHRL! The after-school Washington-Hoyt 
Robotics with Legos class will debut Oct. 14.  The program is developed to 
get kids excited about science and technology, and is aimed at grades 3, 4 
and 5. Using Lego Mindstorm products, students will work in teams to 
design and program robots, exploring concepts of mechanics and 
engineering.

WhoÕs running it? Jeff Boly, parent and IT consultant with a degree in 
computer engineering. HeÕs loved robotics since he was a kid. BUT: Jeff 
needs two parent volunteers to act as mentors. You donÕt need to be 
technical, just able to keep kids on track.

Classes run 3:30-5:30 p.m. on Thursdays (except Nov. 12)from Oct. 14-Dec. 
16. TheyÕll be in the Washington basement art room, and cost just $100.

Interested? Sign up now, 
space is limited! Print the 
form below and drop it in 
the PTA box in the ofÞce.

Jeff Boly, 678-5777, 
jboly@vitalnetworks.com

mailto:jboly@vitalnetworks.com
mailto:jboly@vitalnetworks.com
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Green Schools Update

If youÕre not familiar with 
Green Schools, itÕs the program 
that helps our school become 
more environmentally-friendly.  
A small committee of teachers 
and parents coordinates the 
program, but we couldnÕt run 
our activities without a lot of 
help from students, teachers 
and the school community.  

WhatÕs coming up for Green Schools in 2010/11? HereÕs 
a sneak peak:
September:  Volunteers gave in-class refresher courses 
for students and teachers on what can and canÕt be put 
in the recycling bins
October: Fourth and Þfth grade students start recycling 
their milk cartons during lunch
December: The annual Wa-Hoyt Holiday Card Making 
event! Go green and make cards from recycled materials.
April: The annual spring Litter Pick-Up. Check out the 
photos from last yearÕs event on the noticeboard near 
the cafeteria.

Want to help our school be green? Volunteer at 
meetings, events or in the classroom by contacting the 
Green Schools Coordinator,
Felicity Devlin, 761-8066, felicitydevlin@yahoo.com

Cougar Tales  
Have something to say? The deadline for the November 
Cougar Tales is October 23. Please email submissions as a 
Word or Pages attachment to 
rose_ponnekanti@yahoo.com. You can also send pictures 
in jpg format.

Rosemary Ponnekanti, Cougar Tales Editor

In the Library...
Parents, ever stepped inside 
the Washington-Hoyt library? 
The kids will tell you thereÕs 
always a country to learn 
about, as our librarian Mrs. 
Burkhart-Kiss focuses on a 
different country each month 
with displays, books, cultural 
objects, ßags, maps and even 
visitors.

Up during October: Egypt. 

Stay tuned each month to Þnd out where your child is 
traveling to in the library! And if you want to share your 
own country, just let Mrs. Kiss know.

CAR WASH Saturday

The Cub Scouts from Pack 219 will be washing cars at Washington-Hoyt to raise money for 
their pack activities. Bring your dirty car to Washington on Saturday, Oct. 2 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

ThereÕs a $5 donation. Tickets can be purchased in advance from the Cub Scouts, or just drive 

Ready, Set, Read!
From the Preschool Reading Program at Tacoma Public 
Schools:
Reading works! Reading together with your child 
provides the foundation for learning to read, and fosters 
a lifelong love of reading. Families can go to their 
neighborhood school library and borrow books. There 
are tips on how to get the most out of each book, and 
fun activities.
For more information, ask your school librarian.

Sweatshirt Sale Closes 
Monday

October 4 is the last day to turn in sweatshirt orders for 
the fall sale, which will be delivered to school by early 
November. The last day to turn in sweatshirts orders for the 
school year is Nov. 16, and those shirts will be delivered by 
Dec. 17.  You can use the order envelopes that went home 
the Þrst week of school, or you can Þnd them at the 
information center/ table outside the main ofÞce.

Danielle Nease, 752-876

mailto:felicitydevlin@yahoo.com
mailto:felicitydevlin@yahoo.com
mailto:rose_ponnekanti@yahoo.com
mailto:rose_ponnekanti@yahoo.com

